
Guided Reading Lesson  
 

Grade Level: 4th grade SOL: VS 2, 3 
 

Title: Pocahontas Powhatan Princess 
 
 
Before Reading: 
-Predict and Preview Selection 
-Ask for and/or provide background knowledge ( what do you know about 
Pocahontas) 
-Vocabulary instruction/preview  
 
During Reading: 
Word Work 
Vocabulary  
Captive, colony, communicate, curious, harvest, mantle, memorial, moccasin, 
settler, 
 
-Listen to Individual Reader 
Guiding Questions 
Read to page 5 

1. Where did the Powhatans live?  Describe their relative location. 
2. Why is Pocahontas still remembered today? 

Read page 6 
3. Describe what Pocahontas looked like. 
4. How do you think the Powhatans felt when they saw the English for the first 

time?  How do you think they will react? 
Read to page 9 

5. How did Pocahontas communicate with the English? 
6. List 3 details that tell how the Powhatan Indians lived. 
7. What problems did the English have? 

Read to page 11 
8. Why did John Smith capture a Powhatan?  Was it a good idea? 
9. Why do you think the English did not want to trade guns for food? 

Read to page 13 
10. Why was trading difficult?  How did Pocahontas help the English and Powhatans 

trade? 
Read to page 15 
     11. Why was Pocahontas taken captive?  Did it help? 
Read to page 17 

12. Why did the English respect Pocahontas?  How had she helped them? 
Read page 18 

13. What were the effects of the marriage of Pocahontas and John Rolfe? 
Read to page 21 
      14. How does Pocahontas look different on page 20 than on page 4? 
Read page 222 
      15. Why are there memorials to honor Pocahontas? 



After Reading: 
-Reading Response Journal 
What major problem did the settlers face?  How did Pocahontas help them with 
this problem? 
 
-Re-telling/Comprehension activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name:_________________________ 
 

Pocahontas Powhatan Princess 
 
As you read, fill in the blanks to label the events that occurred and answer the questions 
in the boxes.  Draw a picture to match each event. 
 
 
1606:___________________ 
 
________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE 
POWHATAN 
INDIAN NATION 
List 3 details that 
describe how the 
Powhatans lived 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 

It was a hard winter, so 
the English…….. 
 
 
 
___________________ 

Because of the actions 
of the English, the 
Powhatans…………. 
 
 
 
__________________ 

Trying to trade 
(Draw a picture to show what 
happened on page 13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pocahontas was 
taken 
________________ 

Pocahontas married 
__________________ 

Because of the 
marriage…………. 
 
__________________ 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 


